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Call for Papers 
 
 
The Roosevelt Ins-tute for American Studies (RIAS) invites proposals for a workshop that will 
lead to a special issue of Diploma(c History (DH) marking the journal’s fiCieth anniversary in 
2027. We welcome proposals from scholars at all career stages exploring European 
perspec-ves on the United States’ global interac-ons, broadly conceived. 
 
Diploma)c History’s 50th Anniversary 
Diploma(c History, the official journal of the Society for Historians of American Foreign 
Rela-ons (SHAFR) and the leading outlet for scholarship on America’s global entanglements, 
will mark its fiCieth anniversary in 2027. Over the past half-century, DH has become a focal 
point for field-defining historiographical debates, vibrant methodological reflec-ons, and 
innova-ve research. Its appeal has long transcended the boundaries of the United States, 
aTrac-ng contributors and readers from a wide range of disciplines, including American 
Studies, interna-onal economics, security studies, and global and area studies. Genera-ons 
of historians have used its pages to debate trends and direc-ons, concepts and approaches, 
and the theories and prac-ces that shape historical inquiry. Through the years, DH has become 
a key point of reference for historians worldwide, offering a forum through which they have 
navigated the discipline’s major interpre-ve turns – from debates over ideology and na-onal 
interest in the Cold War era, through cultural and transna-onal approaches, to contemporary 
intersec-onal and planetary frameworks that interrogate power, iden-ty, and environmental 
change. 
 
The journal’s fiCieth anniversary presents an opportunity not only to celebrate DH’s 
achievements but also to cri-cally assess its future direc-ons, par-cularly in light of its 
growing global reach. To this end, the journal’s editorial board is launching and co-sponsoring 
a series of ini-a-ves that will culminate in a set of special issues throughout 2027. Collec-vely, 
these issues will reflect upon and evaluate the evolu-on of the scholarship that DH has helped 

https://academic.oup.com/dh


to shape and disseminate. One of the central aims of this effort is to showcase the breadth, 
complexity, and diversity of the field, and to highlight how diploma-c history has evolved into 
a collabora-ve, mul-na-onal, and mul-cultural enterprise for understanding the 
transforma-ons of world affairs. 
 
Workshop Focus: European Perspec3ves 
The RIAS is partnering with DH to organize a workshop that will center European perspec-ves 
on the history of U.S. global power. By “European perspec-ves,” we mean research that draws 
on European archives and sources, examines European actors and their interac-ons with the 
United States, and/or engages with European interpre-ve frameworks and historiographical 
tradi-ons. While we expect most par-cipants to be based in Europe, we welcome proposals 
from scholars working on European dimensions of U.S. diploma-c history regardless of their 
current ins-tu-onal loca-on. 
 
This workshop asks: What does it mean to study the United States in/and the world from a 
European vantage point? What can European voices, sources, and actors contribute to the 
historical understanding of America’s rise and its rela-ve decline? What roles have 
transna-onal crossings and, more specifically, transatlan-c exchanges played in defining, 
contes-ng, or renego-a-ng American ascendancy? How might European interpre-ve 
frameworks help to further decenter narra-ves of U.S. global interac-ons while 
simultaneously illumina-ng broader global developments? 
 
We are interested in papers that address these ques-ons across the full chronological range 
of U.S. diploma-c history, from the early republic to the contemporary era. Compara-ve 
analyses that bridge U.S. and European contexts are par-cularly welcome. 
 
Themes 
This workshop will address the above-men-oned ques-ons through research examining (but 
not limited to): 
 
• Security theories and prac-ces: analyses of transatlan-c security coopera-on, threat 

percep-ons, intelligence sharing, military alliances (such as NATO), and divergent strategic 
cultures between the U.S. and European states. 
 

• Economic integra-on and na-onalism: studies of trade rela-ons, monetary coopera-on, 
investment flows, economic compe--on, and tensions between transatlan-c economic 
integra-on and na-onalist or protec-onist impulses. 

 
• Liberal and illiberal democra-c developments: examina-ons of how the U.S. and European 

na-ons have influenced each other’s democra-c ins-tu-ons, civil society movements, 
authoritarian challenges, and debates over liberal interna-onalism. 



 
• Environmental movements, ecological ins-tu-ons, climate challenges, and planetary 

change: histories of transatlan-c environmental diplomacy, compe-ng approaches to 
conserva-on and climate policy, and the role of scien-fic and ac-vist networks in shaping 
environmental governance. 

 
• Transatlan-c social, cultural, and poli-cal crossings: Research on migra-on flows, cultural 

diplomacy programs, educa-onal exchanges, ins-tu-onal partnerships, transna-onal 
ac-vist networks, and the circula-on of people, ideas, and prac-ces across the Atlan-c. 

 
• Percep-ons of American power and an--Americanism: Historical analyses of how 

European publics, intellectuals, and policymakers have understood, celebrated, or 
contested U.S. influence, including analyses of an--American movements, cultural 
cri-ques of Americaniza-on, and shiCing European aetudes toward American leadership. 
 

• Historiographical trends and turns in transatlan-c rela-ons: cri-cal assessments of how 
European and American historians have interpreted U.S. foreign rela-ons differently, and 
how scholarly debates have evolved across na-onal and disciplinary boundaries. 

 
Prac3cal Informa3on 
Key dates: 

• Abstract deadline: 16 January, 2026 
• No-fica-on of acceptance: mid-February 2026 
• DraC papers due: 30 June, 2026 
• Workshop: 27-28 August, 2026 (Middelburg, the Netherlands) 
• Final papers due: 30 September, 2026 

 
DraC papers: 
Selected par-cipants will be asked to submit draC papers by 30 June, 2026. Research papers 
should be 8,000–10,000 words; historiographical essays should be 10,000–12,000 words. 
These draCs should be as close as possible to final form to allow for thorough discussion 
during the workshop. The workshop will be structured as a collabora-ve working session, with 
par-cipants circula-ng papers in advance and engaging in detailed discussion and revision 
during the two-day event. 
 
The event:  
The RIAS will cover two nights’ accommoda-on in Middelburg and provide meals during the 
workshop. A limited number of travel grants are available for PhD researchers and early-
career, non-tenured scholars (details below). 
 
Travel grants: 



We offer a limited travel-grant program to support the par-cipa-on of PhD researchers and 
early-career, non-tenured scholars. If you are interested in applying for a travel grant, please 
include in your submission a brief descrip-on of your current status and an es-mated travel 
budget. Priority in distribu-ng available grants will be given to individuals from underfunded 
ins-tu-ons or countries, as well as those from groups that have historically faced systemic 
barriers in academia. Applicants will be no-fied about travel grant decisions at the -me of 
acceptance. The grant, with a maximum amount of €250, will be provided as reimbursement 
aCer the event to cover train or flight -cket costs exclusively. 
 
Publica-on process: 
Following the workshop, a selec-on of papers will be revised for submission to the special 
issue of Diploma(c History. Selected papers will undergo the journal’s standard peer-review 
process. While we aim to support all par-cipants in developing publishable work, not all 
workshop papers will necessarily be included in the final special issue. 
 
Commitment to Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion 
The RIAS is commiTed to fostering an inclusive scholarly community. We par-cularly 
encourage proposals that reflect the diversity of our field across gender, ethnicity, disability, 
career stage, and ins-tu-onal background. We recognize that excellent scholarship comes 
from diverse perspec-ves and experiences, and we are commiTed to crea-ng a workshop 
environment that welcomes and supports all par-cipants. 
 
How to Apply 
Send your 500-word abstract and CV to info@roosevelt.nl by 16 January, 2026. The abstract 
should clearly ar-culate your research ques-on, historiographical framing, sources, and 
argument. If you are applying for a travel grant, please also include a brief descrip-on of your 
current career status and es-mated travel costs.  
 
For ques-ons about the workshop and the DH special issue, please contact the workshop 
organizers at info@roosevelt.nl. 
 
Workshop Organizers 
Gaetano Di Tommaso (RIAS) 
Dario Fazzi (RIAS / Leiden University) 
 
About the Roosevelt Ins3tute for American Studies (RIAS) 
The RIAS is a public and independent research ins-tute dedicated to the study of American 
history, culture, and poli-cs in an interna-onal context. Based in Middelburg, the Netherlands, 
the RIAS promotes scholarly exchange and hosts conferences, workshops, and visi-ng 
researchers from around the world. 
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