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Abstract:  
 
Under the Lacy-Zarubin agreement of 1959, the US National Academy of Sciences and the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences agreed to scientific exchanges in the form of visiting scholars, guest 
lectures, and joint symposia.  Analyses of the exchanges reveal not only the diplomatic goals of 
the program, but also the scientists’ own self-constructed identities as ambassadors and their 
long-held commitments to an international community of scientists.  This paper considers how a 
transnational approach to the exchange program provides a broader consideration of its 
establishment and evolution over the following decade.   
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